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Local colleges have 32,000 employees
who pay $122 million a year in taxes.

They enrcll about 110,500 students annu-
ally who contribute to the roughiy $3.2 bil-
lion economic impact of higher education.

They are important drivers of the econo-
my; said Steven Harvey, executive director
of WNY College Connection, a decades-old
but recenty reinvigorated consortium of
higher-education administrators.

And yet more can be done, such asrouting
stidents toward growing fields of advanced
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ing more innovative ideas on campus into
healthy local businesses,

“Buffalo is so well-positioned,” said Har-
vey, referring to the number and diversity of
higher education institutions,

“There are better ways to create a path to
that kind of job,” he said, .

College Connection recently finished a
three-year cycle with $500,000 in funding
from the John-R. ‘Oishei Foundation. Its
starting a new, four-year cycle of funding
for $700,000. Seventy percent of that comes
fromn the Oishei Foundation, while the con-
sortium itself is putting up the rest.

The group has wmmﬂE meetings and coox-
dinated programs such as the P-16 Consor-
tium, which brings together leaders from
kindergarten tc college to examine how
students are educated. :

Plans include a slate of meetings, col-
laborations and ideas —all toward the estab-
lished goals of student achievement, eco-
nomic development and collaboration.

The group developed a website (wnycol-

. legeconnection.com) to be a destination for

those interested in higher education, Con-
tent is supplied by the region's 21 colleges.
So far this year, the website attracted 15,295
visitors from 93 countries.

The organization has sent out 465 mar-
keting packages to high school counselors
in Central and Western New York. Though
local colleges are competitors, the various
presidents participating in the College Con-
nection see the value in coilaborating for a
heatthier system overall,

The presidents are working to link HR
personnel from local corporations to aca-
demic programs, said john Hurley, Canistus
College president. From those personnel,
the colleges have heard the desire for criti-
cal-thinking and comrmunication skills, and
Hurley said they’re working to respond to
that challenge.
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